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Introduction
On Saturday, December 11,1976, Thomas
Patrick Melady was formally installed as the
Third President of Sacred Heart University.
Officiating at the ceremony, which was
witnessed by fifty academic delegates from
sister institutions of higher learning and by
some eight hundred guests, was the Most
Reverend Walter W. Curtis, Bishop of Bridge
port and President of the Board of Trustees
of Sacred Heart University. The guests were
welcomed by Robert W. Huebner, Vice
President of the Board of Trustees, and
greetings to the new president were offered
by several members of the university
community.

Mr. Huebner:
. .. While ceremonial and thus somewhat
formal, this occasion is nevertheless joyous
and informal. We all join in a happy salute
to a man to whom achievement is a way
of life. . . .

Kay Arpaio Rizzo, Secretary, Alumni Council:
... Our charge to you. Dr. Melady, is to
continue the growth of the University with
special attention to its academic life, providing
quality education and continued interest in
the individual student. ...
Lawrence Hutvagner, President, Student
Government:
... He will bring an energetic and enthusiastic
spirit into the community . . . and will raise
academic standards while keeping the cost of
tuition at a minimum. . . .

Robert Wagner, Chairperson, Evening School
Council:
. .. Our education is an integral part of our
present; we welcome a new spirit of cooper
ation within the community.. . and we, the
Continuing Education students, pledge our
support and cooperation to President Melady
and his administration.

Dr. Anthony Pinciaro, Professor of Chemistry:
. .. We offer you our complete cooperation
in fulfilling the educational goals of this
community. The commitment on the part of
the faculty to provide quality education
characterized by a sense of personalism is the
life blood of this institution, and we charge
you, Dr. Melady, to provide an academic
atmosphere so that the faculty may continue
to inspire our students toward the goals of
academic excellence and at the same time
retain this important quality of personalism. . . ,
Bishop Curtis:
... We are grateful to God that He guided
our course to enable us to have as our
president Dr. Melady . .. Honored by the
Holy Father with a personal declaration for
his religious work, President Melady brings
here his own personal religious incentive to
enhance the religious atmosphere for which
Sacred Heart was founded . . . Honored also
by his own country in being chosen to rep
resent our land as an ambassador in the great
continent of Africa, President Melady brings
many strengths in the field of politics, social
community, and world awareness ... As we
broaden our horizons to the world, he will
help us to broaden our horizons as well in
the field of higher education, looking beyond
the walls of the immediate institution to reach
out to the entire community . . . Our future,
then, is before us .. . with trust therefore we
await the leadership already begun by Dr.
Melady as the Third President of Sacred Heart
University, confident that he has the entire
support of the Board of Trustees, the faculty
and the students who have gotten to know
him well; confident too that the entire
community of southwestern Connecticut will
recognize the strength that we have brought
to it in Dr. Melady.
Tom, I am delighted to install you
formally, with happiness and pride
and joy, as the third president of
Sacred Heart University. With this
installation go our prayers and
our support.

Inaugural Address
It was only a few years ago that a vision was
set forth here in southwestern Connecticut. A
priest, who was also a bishop, had a dream
and that dream was a simple one. He wanted
every man and woman — young and old —
to have the opportunity for quality higher
education within our Judaic-Christian system
of values in their own home area.
He knew that many could not afford or did
not want to “go away" for their university
studies. The fact was, until 14 years ago, the
higher education opportunities in south
western Connecticut for local residents were
limited, and, consequently, many were de
prived of the opportunity to receive a
university education rooted in a
Christian ethic.
Fourteen years ago that changed. Bishop
Walter Curtis had long been reflecting on
his dream. He saw a similar institution —
Seton Hall University — serving the people in
his home area in New Jersey. His vision was
a special one. It was inspired by the noble
desire to make quality higher education
available to all who qualified.

In announcing the commitment to establish
Sacred Heart University in 1962, Bishop Curtis
incorporated other aspects into his vision.
Founded by the Diocese of Bridgeport, rooted
in this Catholic heritage, it would be staffed
predominately by a lay faculty and admin
istrative body. Sacred Heart University— like
its preceding sister institutions in Europe —
Louvain, Neimegen, Fribourg, Navarre and,
in the USA, Seton Hall University, would have
lay and religious working directly and in
directly in the academic apostolate.

Resources were to be concentrated on the
mission of a teaching university here in south
western Connecticut. Those were exciting days.
The announcement of Bishop Curtis in 1962
soon brought offers of support from many
who responded to the vision of a new
university implementing a historic ideal in

southern New England. The nobility of this
vision brought a distinguished nucleus of
supporters who joined Bishop Curtis, the
founder, and joined William Conley, the
first president.

The early architects of the new University
included:
Fr. Norman Brazier, Dean John Croffy,
the late Msgr. James Devine, Mr. James
Kerr, Mrs. Marcella Malloy, Mr. Richard
Matzek, Mr. Donald McCannon, John
McGough, Dr. Maurice O'Sullivan,
Fr. John Polinsky, Dr. Anthony Pinciaro,
and the late Dr. John Rycenga.
The presence on this Board of Trustees of
eminent laymen — from the beginning —
put Sacred Heart University in the forefront
of American Catholic higher education. We
are indeed fortunate that this remains true
today with the Board of Trustees of this
University. The founding faculty and admin
istrators were joined by staff supporters like
Mrs. Vi Nobrega in Food Services, Mr. Michael
Short in Maintenance and Mrs. Cele Jones
in the Library.

The original nucleus had a dream combined
with a commitment. Their enthusiasm and
work were unlimited. Unfortunately their
early days were bereft of significant outside
financial help. But the dedication, enthusiasm
and desire for learning produced
the University.

Within a few years the University, having
grown from several hundred students to its
first thousand, was joined by other professors
from various parts of the country and abroad.
As word about the vision of this new
University spread, distinguished professors
joined the original nucleus. They included:
Dr. Raoul DeVilliers in Mathematics, Professors
William Lademan and James Wieland in
Philosophy and Religious Studies, Dr. John
Mahar in History and Political Science, Drs.
Stanislav-Adolf Mikolic and Jacques Vergotti
in the Social Sciences, and Professor MariaTeresa Torreira in Modern Languages.

The second wave of faculty was joined by
administrators like Douglas Bohn, Thomas
Calabrese, Dr. Herbert Clish, William Dean,
Donald Feeley, William Kennedy, and John
Welch. The focus remained the same:
commuting students — young and old, men
and women.
Within ten years of its founding, the
University suffered a blow with the illness
and subsequent passing away of its first
president. Dr. William H. Conley. The imprint
of his dedication on the vision was so great
that it will always be with us. Dr. Conley was
succeeded by Mr. Robert A. Kidera, the able
second president and my immediate
predecessor.

During Robert Kidera's presidency, the
University expanded its academic offerings
considerably — from nine programs and two
degrees to two baccalaureate and three
associate degrees in 33 academic areas. These
and other significant academic innovations
were accomplished while Mr. Kidera also
played a leading role in Connecticut's State
Scholarship Program. The second admin
istrative era was assisted by Dr. Charles E.
Ford who remains with us as Academic Vice
President. Since then, new faculty and
administrators have joined this University
to assist in carrying out its academic mission.
In the presence of the trustees, delegates,
alumni, faculty and students, I want to express
my appreciation to these pioneers of the
early days whose dreams, commitment, hard
work and prayers sustained Sacred Heart
University through those early years.

Let us for a few minutes review what the
vision of SHU's service has accomplished in
the past 14 years. Our University is young.
Our graduates for the most part are also.
The first graduates were in the class of 1967;
their age now averaging 31 or 32 years. The
presence of SHU in these 14 years — thanks
to the vision of its founder and the early
pioneers — has resulted in 3,200 alumni —

men and women University graduates — who
for the most part, have remained in southern
New England. Around 30 percent have entered
the teaching professions; another 30 percent
are now serving industry, business and allied
fields. Smaller numbers of our graduates are
serving social service agencies, the government
and the Church. It was the implementation
of the dream of the founder and the early
pioneers at SHU that made this kind of
honorable service possible.
We are a University committed in the fullest
sense to the goals of higher education —
humane, liberal and simultaneously offering
preparation for a career and entry into pro
fessional and graduate schools. While sensitive
to the growing insistence on career oriented
programs, we are remaining faithful to the
critical role of the humanities.

During the 14 years that SHU was evolving,
other developments were taikng place in our
country and in the world. We of course were
not immune to these happenings.
In the period 1963 to now our country
underwent the tragedy of Vietnam, fragmen
tation and accelerated depersonalization.
For a while it seemed that the American
dream was fading. Our country was full of
confrontation, negativism and alienation. We
shouted at one another and did not want a
real exchange of views. Dialogue in the mid
and late 6O's and early 197O's was rare. There
was furthermore an obscene haste about our
lives — we hardly had time to say hello and
then we rushed to say goodbye.
A great contemporary thinker, Teilhard de
Chardin, predicted the nightmare that came
upon us. He said, "Defeatism is invariably
unhealthy and impotent. . . scepticism will
be fatal, for its direct result is to destroy both
the love of living and the momentum of
mankind." Again, Teilhard, sensing that a
period of discouragement was going to fall
upon our society, said in his Construire La
Terre, "Down with the cowards and sceptics.

the pessimists and the unhappy, the wary
and the stagnant."
Our country has been through that period.
We at this University were not protected from
it. The hurricanes that struck at the fabric of
our structure have come and gone; but let
us now be resolved that this nightmare of
cynicism, defeatism and negativism is firmly
behind us. You and I are the forces that should
now be able to shape our future. Let us move
into the creative spirit of building. Let us join
with Teilhard in "Building the Earth."

Our country enters its third century. In a
few weeks, the 39th President of the United
Stateswill be inaugurated. I believe in the
American dream and wish to share with you
my enthusiasm for it. I have traveled far and
wide and have seen other systems of life. We
just had a national election. There were various
candidates of different political parties for the
offices. Those who were elected will hold
high office. Those who were not, remain fine
and worthy Americans — respected for their
efforts. How different from many parts of the
world where political change takes place
through violence, and persons out of office
are killed, jailed or exiled. When I was a young
boy growing up in eastern Connecticut, I
thought all societies enjoyed our political
liberties. I now know that we are in the
minority.
I come to you as an enthusiast for our way
of life because I have seen other systems. Ours
is not perfect but let us work to improve it.
In the past decade and a half we have seen
the lack of change and improvement that
cynicism and negativism can cause. A new,
more positive atmosphere seems to be evolv
ing nationally and it will of course have an
impact on us here.
Our country is entering its 201st year and
we are at the eve of our 15th anniversary.
Sacred Heart University has traveled a long
road in less than two decades. In planning for
the years ahead, we will first hold firm to our

role as a University offering quality higher
education to all who can benefit from it. Taking
cognizance of the area where we are situated,
we plan to give extra attention to the following
five areas of study and academic service.

1)

The Family

We commit ourselves to aid in the enrichment
of the family. We do this now in offering aca
demic programs for all members of the family;
those just out of high school; mothers who
come to us during the day; any who wish to
come in the evening. But we now resolve to
do more than that as the family concept nur
tured by centuries of Judaic-Christian values
is itself under attack.
Rising alcoholism, drug abuse, pornography,
violence and depersonalization all strike at
the family. On our own and working with
agencies of all faiths, we will support all efforts
to reduce these disorientations that strike at
the heart of our traditional family values.

2)

The Diocese of Bridgeport

We are here in a convergence of interest with
the Diocese of Bridgeport. Deeply appreciative
of the help given to us by the diocese, we
pledge ourselves to search out new ways
where we can, as a University, serve the
needs of the clergy and the people of this
diocese. Simultaneously with this, the Uni
versity will continue to maintain a strong
ecumenical outreach to our Protestant, Ortho
dox and Jewish brothers and sisters.
3)

Southwestern Connecticut

Situated in southwestern Connecticut, we
share the joys and hardships of industry, com
merce, labor, social service agencies, local,
regional and state governments. We confirm
our interest in expanding our services to these
institutions. As an academic institution, we
are ready to carry out educational programs
that will meet particular needs of the institu
tions in southwestern Connecticut.

4)

The Handicapped

Our own Judaic-Christian traditions require
us to re-examine our responsibilities to serve
the handicapped. Many of our brothers and
sisters in this area are handicapped — unable
to walk or see, or suffering from other re
strictions on their personhood. We have re
modeled many of our facilities in order to
accommodate the handicapped as students.
We shall continue to identify new ways to
facilitate their presence with us. We want to
participate in the rehabilitation process where
ever we can. I expect to be announcing some
precise information about this early next year.
All of us need the support and encourage
ment that can be given to each other. For us
at SHU, there is of course another reason for
this interest. Jesus taught us to care.

5)

Ethnic Heritage

Our country is now beginning to recognize
the treasurehouse of our ethnic heritage. For
too long the advocates of the "melting pot"
discouraged a serious interest by Americans
in the language, literature, and civilization of
their ancestors. This fortunately is changing.
We at Sacred Heart University have always
valued the richness of our ethnic heritage be
cause ethnic Americans have played such a
key role in our student body. We are ItalianAmericans, Slovak, Ukranian, Irish, Armenian,
French Canadian, Polish, Spanish, Cuban,
Puerto Rican, Portuguese, Jewish, Black
Americans and Vietnamese.
We shall develop courses in the languages,
literature and civilization of these ethnic
Americans and offer them, not only to our
regular matriculating students, but to those
outside our ranks who wish to deepen their
knowledge of their ethnic heritage. Further
more, we look forward to cooperating with
ethnic American organizations in the noble
work of preserving and transmitting their cul
tural heritage.

The interlocking thesis of these five specific
commitments that I have made is that of serv
ice to the community. We were founded with
the clear mandate to serve the people and
institutions of this area, and I wish to reinforce
our commitment to this mandate in every pos
sible way.
As I undertake my responsibilities as the
third president of SHU, I wish to reconfirm

1) To the trustees — my deepest appreciation
for the honor in electing me as the president
of this University. I will exert every energy to
merit this confidence in me.
2) To the faculty — 1 join you as a colleague
in the teaching mission. We know how noble
this task is. Let us cherish this profession and
strive to maintain the highest standards of
academic excellence.
3) To the administrators and staff — who also
administer and supply support services to
facilitate the teaching mission. You will have
my total support in assuring that the facilitat
ing is of a high, efficient level.

4) To the students — day and evening, full or
part-time. You are the reason why we are all
here. Our duties to you are clear. Demand
from us the highest standards in teaching, ad
vising and in understanding. Work with us to
push our University on to greater accomplish
ments. Forgive us if sometimes we seem too
over-concerned, too paternalistic. The teacher
student relationship is a historic complex
involving guidance, affection, and other
humane factors.
5) To the alumni — you have been with us as
our former students. As members of the SHU
family, guide us in ways for us to promote
your alma mater to new goals. The future is in
our hands. Let us shape it with a high level of
commitment and integrity.
6) To the community — We are an integral
part of southwestern Connecticut. Our des
tinies are interwoven; our partnership indis
soluble. We shall search out every possible
way to serve all members of the community.

'I'i'
7) To Connecticut and American higher edu
cation — that the Sacred Heart University idea
will touch and inspire all colleges and uni
versities as we mutually seek the values that
higher education represent.
May I, in closing, add two personal remarks.
I embrace the vision that created and per
meates SHU — to serve people of all ages in
this part of the state. We have a student body
that is described as being predominately from
working and middle class families. That is my
background. I come from the same stock that
has produced the overwhelming number of
students with us now.

Furthermore, I was born in these rolling
hills of Connecticut. I left them to go away
for my own higher education and then labored
in other parts of the country and abroad.
Sacred Heart University has brought me and
my family home to the land where I was born
and to the kind of people that I love to serve.
I have come not as a stranger but as one of
you. Thank you for this privilege.

I give you in return my commitment to serve
you in carrying out the mandate of the charter
and the vision of the founders of SHU. I ask
you to join me in a simple prayer that the
Father of us all will guide us in the noble
mission that is for all of us.
Thank you.

